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Building a home that easily accommodates two families in style, 
stunning views and easy access to beach activities has been a 
labour of love for one Perth builder.

Viva Developments owner and designer Mel Letizia has built 
his dream two story home in Mandurah where he had been keen 
to build for some time.

“I saw this block of land come up about four years ago and was 
interested in buying it but I missed out so when it came up again 
for sale recently I bought it straight away...I knew exactly how I 
could transform it,” Mr Letizia said.

As one of the directors of Viva Developments, Mr Letizia has 
been designing and building homes for many years with his 
friend and co-director of the company, Daniel Scafetta.
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Drawing on his years of building and design experience, 
Mr Letizia has created a home that exudes style, warmth 
and comfort. The home is constructed on a narrow lot with a 
frontage of only 7.65m and total block size of 220sqm. 

The design takes full advantage of its beach side location 
with a substantial terrace area located above the second floor 
balcony.

The home incorporates many clever design elements 
that are evident upon entry to the luxury property. On the 
ground floor a stunning timber staircase with frameless glass 
balustrade greets any visitor to the home.

A triumph in space and function, the ground floor section 
easily accommodates a large family room and activity room 
that can be converted into a guest bedroom. Having an option 
like this gives the owners complete flexibility in the use of the 
downstairs section.

The guest bedroom includes built in robes and links to a 
bathroom that has been finished with vitrified porcelain tiles 
on the floors and ceramic tiles on the walls. A single shower 
recess with a frameless screen and Caesar stone tops for the 
vanities completes the features in the bathroom.

“The way I use the house is that the family area is basically 
a kid’s area but can be set up as a theatre room so when we 
have people over we go upstairs and the kids go downstairs,” 
he said.

Another standout feature of the downstairs section is the 
alfresco area. Stained marine-ply has been used with dramatic 
effect for the ceiling in the alfresco area. Gloss white vinyl 
cabinetry compliments the stainless steel kitchen-style oven, 
hob and range hood.

The alfresco is completed with a pizza oven while a separate 
barbecue is located outside. The additional kitchen space 
means that entertaining can be done upstairs or downstairs.

A textured render has been applied to a brick fence that 

bounds a small backyard that is about two metres wide. From 
the top of the marri staircase is direct access into the second 
floor family area and dining area while the kitchen is located 
around the corner.

The cosy family area includes an entertainment cabinet 
that contains a home theatre and DVD storage. A gas fireplace 
creates ambience and warmth and sits flush inside a framed 
stud wall.

Mr Letizia said a series of small windows allow light to fill 
the entire area and is assisted with raking ceilings that flow in 
opposing directions.

“The ceilings rake one way in the family room and in the 
kitchen it is the opposite way… which gives it that beach 
sort of feel. It looks like a couple of sails on a boat and takes 
advantage of the natural light” he said.

Two sets of electric blinds have been utilised in the upstairs 
section; one that is a sunshade for the afternoon as the 
windows face west and the other is a full block out blind for 
privacy at night time. The home was designed with a large 
breakfast bar that features blue LED lighting underneath.

Caesar stone has been used on all the kitchen counter tops 
although the island bench top was designed slightly wider to 
make it a feature of the area. The kitchen also includes a glass 
splashback and the cabinetry has been finished in gloss white 
vinyl with recessed finger grips on the draws at lower level and 
additional storage cupboards at eye level.

A servery window is located at the end of an island bench 
so that meals can be delivered directly into the balcony 
area located on the second level. The balcony area also 
incorporates large stacking doors that introduce another 
entertaining element to the home. The eating area is further 
complimented by Smeg appliances like an induction hotplate, 
double range hood and an inbuilt coffee machine.

The family room provides access to three of the four 
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bedrooms in the home. A small passageway acts as a frame to 
service entry into the main bedroom and two other bedrooms, 
and a bathroom.

The main bedroom has an open ensuite with a spa, a single 
vanity and a shower to the left. Two frameless doors enclose the 
shower and the toilet while a frameless mirror, and suspended 
vanity is complemented by mosaic tiling up to 1.2m high on the 
back wall.

The second floor balcony also provides access to a substantial 
terrace area on the third floor via a checker plate staircase 
that is complete with a stainless steel handrail and cable wire 
balustrade. The terrace offers views of both the ocean and the 
bridge to the Mandurah marina.  

Mr Letizia said the beach side location of the property 
dictated the use of particular external materials and finishes 
that could withstand constant weathering and coastal 
conditions.

“There are no exposed downpipes and I used a lot of glass, 

while the balustrade handrail and light fixtures are all marine 
grade stainless steel,” he said.

A brick balustrade and stainless steel handrail completes the 
terrace area. Externally, the brick and Colorbond home has been 
finished with render and a texture finish.

The front of the home incorporates some very modern design 
concepts including a separate bricked pier with stainless steel 
columns that runs vertically from the ground and provides 
support for the terrace. It has been finished in a contrasting 
colour to the rest of the home and provides a grand statement 
for the front of the home.

Although the home took 12 months to build, Mr Letizia said 
he enjoyed the process.

“It was tricky driving from Perth to Mandurah every day for 12 
months but I enjoyed seeing the project getting built knowing 
it was my own house,” he said. BC

Viva Developments: (08) 9414 9011, www.vivadevelopments.com.au


